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especially in his treatment of inductive method, breaking new ground in ways to which logicians of to-day confess their debt
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To his Victorian devotees Herbert Spencer stood out as the supreme philosopher of the age To-day he looms much less large, but he remains an important figure, impressive for the breadth of his intellectual survey rather than for philosophical penetration or depth To Spencer more than to any of his contemporaries the notion of evolution came as a master clue -with which to interpret every department of experience, and over a long life he worked out his interpretation not only with assiduity but with a system and constructiveness unusual in an English thinker His ignorance of nearly all preceding philosophy, his strong prejudices and a sort of mental deafness that made him unwilling to correct them, prevented the imposing structure of the Synthetic Philosophy from withstanding criticism enduringly But his work in special fields, especially in Ethics, Psychology and Sociology, not only was an important influence on the development of these studies but contains matter of permanent value
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